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ABSTRACT

This research manuscript focuses upon the develop f gender equality and social
responsibility through literacy. In India, it has been observe ave been prevalence of male
dominant societies especially in rural areas, people who are not we 0ssess the viewpoint that
only men and boys can acquire education, they can get engaged in j arn a living for their
families whereas women and girls are supposed toglearn only how to d sehold chores and
become only house ladies; education or any kinds s are not meant for thems tion is imperative
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iple of the global Education for All (EFA) campaign,
which was initiat 2000. As the ate for achieving the EFA goals (2015) approaches, it
is significantly imp that member states strengthen attempts to achieve gender equality in
education, a basic human_sight. This is principally imperative with consideration to EFA Goal 4
that is achieving a 50% im ent of levels of adult literacy by 2015, especially for women.
The percentage of women in the universal illiterate population has remained steady over the
past 20 years, at 63-64 percent, even as the overall number of illiterates decreased. Of the 149
countries that submitted data on adult literacy to the UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS), 68
had achieved gender equality by 2011. In 77 countries, there were more women than men unable
to read and write. If this situation does not change, it is likely to obstruct human development
and lead to poverty in many parts of the world. The empowering role of literacy is uncontested,
yet more complete upgrading and concerted efforts are needed to reduce the gender gap (Gender
Equality, 2014).
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At the International Conference on Achieving Literacy for All that took place in New
Delhi in 2013, applicants from countries with great challenges in adult literacy accounted on
different measures they are taking to close the gender gap in adult literacy. India, the host
country of the Conference, initiated the five-year Saakshar Bharat initiative in 2009 with a
special focus on women. It is planned that, out of the total target of 70 million beneficiaries, 60
million will be women. Women face substantial obstacles to admittance of learning opportunities.
However, there are also stories of achievement, optimism and opportunity which illustrate how
literacy learning can support the empowerment of women, families, communities, and,
ultimately, entire societies. A number of literacy programs tha

(Gender Equality, 2014).

GENDER EQUALITY

ghts, responsibilities and
opportunities will not be depende or female. Gender equality
implies that the interests, needs
thought, and recognizing the diver
pletely connect men as well as women.
an rights issue and as a precondition for,

: ) the educational system, for instance by modifying
teaching materia iculum and classroom faC|I|t|es by ensurlng equal
financial support i

schools do not emphasize gepder norms and hierarchies for example, males dominating in senior
positions or the use of corpéral punishment (UNICEF, 2011).

Prevalent discriminatory treatment against women and girls has denied them their rights
in many areas, from birth and throughout their lifetimes. Education has a role to play in
providing opportunities to make equal this balance, break the cycle of discrimination and donate
to a gender equality world. Empowerment of women for instance through literacy classes and
participation as leaders in school associations and girls through incentives such as scholarships
and leadership training, etc. is seen as a significant approach that is supported by UNICEF’s
2010 Gender Policy, which recognizes the centrality of empowerment of girls and women in
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accomplishing a gender equality world. On a worldwide basis, the advantages of education to
individuals and national growth are comprehensively been familiarized with (UNICEF, 2011).

GENDER EQUALITY AND INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS
TECHNOLOGIES

The term ICT has been used to include technological improvement and union in
information and communication leading to the development of professed information or
knowledge societies, with consequential transformations in socialCommunication, economic and
business observations, political commitment, education, heal reation and activity. Over the
past decade, there has been an increasing perceptive th

provision and other services, such as enrich
society (ICT, 2005).

While there is acknowledgment o he endorsement
of gender equality and the empower ivi been identified,
reproduced in the lower numbers i I
Unless this gender divide is p
aggravate existing inequalities b
however, the gender dimension
opportunities, employment and p
addressed, ICT can be an influent
and the support of gender equality (I

Scruti ender issues in preceding gender analysis of technology.

ave special impacts on women and men.

is restrained in

women and men, ding technical infrastructure, connection costs, computer literacy and
language skills. These al restraints are, however, aggravated in many cases by gender-based
determinants which partic ing about difficulties to women (ICT, 2005).

EVOLUTION OF SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY IN INDIA

Indian economy has made considerable advancement across the complete gamut of
industries; most of the sectors have grown at a hasty pace especially the information technology
sector, leading to an increase in the incomes and enhancing consumption. India continues to
undergo many challenges in bridging development gaps; almost 25 percent of its population i.e.
300 million people reside below poverty line. India's 25 percent rate of illiteracy is five times
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that of China, with the economic cost of illiteracy alone estimated to be $54 billion per annum
(Catalyzing Change, 2015).

The public sector has been making numerous endeavors to bridge these gaps. Programs
such as Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS), Targeted Public Distribution System
(TPDS), Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), and Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MNREGA), are the largest social safety net programs around the world adding
up to Rs 2 lakh crores in annual expenditure by the Government. In reality, during the last few
years there have been improvement in many wellbeing indicatogs from 2000-01 to 2009-10;
there have been a reduction in school dropout rates in primarygducation from 41 percent to 29
percent and percentage population with admittance to sanit ilities has increased from 34
percent to 36 percent. However, the pace of change of t has been slow; signifying
that, going further, even larger attempts from all concerned ders will be entailed
(Catalyzing Change, 2015).

Almost all companies are performing tasks towards advancing n and vocational
skills; furthermore, healthcare, environme

d BPM companies.
couragement, however,

promotion support is deficient af

making a difference through that

associate with NGOs and schemes se organizations. Companies that
their personal business foundation.

rather than destroying it, empowering people rather than marginalizing them (Social
Responsibility, 2013).

DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

The following points have been stated that are crucial to understand the development of

social responsibility amongst the individuals (Berman, 1990).
1. Relationship with Society — The development of moral values, psychosocial behavior,
and behavior development provides an individual with the understanding of developing a
relationship with the society. The parents, teachers, neighbors and the society are
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responsible for constructing the relationship with each individual’s formation of a
positive and an empowered link with the society.
Understanding the Interdependence — In the field of education, teachers help students in
understanding the social and ecological interdependence. The problems of hunger,
poverty, terrorism, destruction, natural calamities, homelessness and so forth demonstrate
that there is an inextricable connection that one individual has with another across the
globe. An individual has to understand his interdependence and learn how to get along
with others in a mutually dependent world.
Educating for the Development of Social Consciousnessg This means putting before the
people a set of questions that would focus upon thei ial development. What are an
individual’s aspirations for the future, what c 0 to create a more just,
peaceful and an ecologically sound environment, and wh should be adopted in
order to bring about an end to the problem
nd integrity; he
should be responsible, hard workin r individuals.
Becoming part of a Community i e aware of the
dividual should
spirit amongst the
people. The means that ired i re of the society have to
be understood by the ind
and a social nature.
ilfs that an individual is required to
develop are effective communicati i onflict resolution, and holding point
of view. Besides educationa
g perspectives, opinions, beliefs and ideas
is crucial to achieve the desired goals and

they can work well ps and in organizations. Consensus building skills, so that they
can transform oppogitional debates into productive dialogues. Group problem solving
skills, these would enable them to have access to the diverse resources and talents from
the groups to find out solutions to complex problems. Long term thinking skills, these
should have a positive impact upon family, job and the community. These skills enable
the individuals to become more competent as they enter into the political arena.

Exploring Real world Issues — Education should enable the students to understand the
issues and problems of the real world. In all the fields of, science, technology, English,
mathematics etc. what are the real facts, problems and current issues should be
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understood and effectively dealt with. Learning about the social and political issues
should be an integral part of school life. The thinking of the students should be developed
in a critical and a creative manner about the issues encountered and they should be
authorized to take actions to influence events.

Experiments in Social Responsibility — There have been various experiments that
individuals are educated about in social responsibility; the key elements are the moral
discussion, cooperative learning, participatory decision making both within the classroom
as well as the school, community building and providing caring roles beyond the
classrooms through cross-age tutoring, service to the séhool and service to the wider-
community. Educational institutions employ such ki strategies that serve to build
an organized and an encouraging atmosphere t ethical development and
social competency.

Social Vision and Education — Educators should train their st develop a positive

gender equality.

DISCUSSION

In India, education has been con
social responsibility.

any significance fo en, they are meant to perform only the household chores. In the present,
this viewpoint is undergaing a change and in rural areas too, educational institutions are being
developed so that both bo Is can acquire literacy skills.

Education has indoctfinated this viewpoint into the mindsets of the people that men and
women should be treated equally; acquiring literacy skills, getting enrolled in higher educational
institutions, having equal employment opportunities is applicable to both men and women
without any kind of discrimination or inequality. Men and women have the basic rights to
acquire equal rights and opportunities. With the enhancement of technologies and development
of the ICT sector, there has been immense reduction in the disparities of gender equality.

The developments in the system of education, initiation of various programs and schemes
such as Integrated Child Development Services, Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, Targeted Public
Distribution System and Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act have
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largely contributed in the development of gender equality and social responsibility. It is
important for an individual to possess the attitude of responsibility; this attitude should be
applicable in all areas socially, economically, financially, politically and administratively. For
the achievement of this purpose, there are certain factors that need to be taken care of, these are:
relationship with society, understanding the interdependence, educating for the development of
social consciousness, becoming part of a community, developing basic social skills, developing
basic participatory understandings and skills, exploring real world issues, experiments in social
responsibility and social vision and education. Identification of all these factors would contribute
in developing gender equality and in making individuals well gfucated, aware and responsible
citizens of the country.
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