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ABSTRACT

literacy rate of 65.38% Haryana’s literac

area and 2.1% of India’s population.

Though the state has made signifi t there are large
regional variations in the state a

INTRODUCTION

Education is clearly recoghi f the key€omponents of policies aimed at
solving issue of paramount impo . in_liferacy are considered on an index of

can be observed on fertility rate, child
s in many other developing countries, the
rate society can usher in an era of rapid growth.

The census of India adopted the same definition which was given by the Population
Commission of United Nati at a literate person is the one who can read and write with
understanding a simple meSsage in any language.

The 2001 Census of India registered a literacy rate of 65.38%. It revealed that twelve
states and one union territory were below the national average. Kerala, the most literate state
and Bihar, the least literate state. India recorded about 300 million illiterates, aged seven
years and above, as per 2001 census.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The importance of the study of literacy is well recognized by social scientists
including geographers. In the context of study of literacy in India, notable contribution was
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made by Perulekar (1939). Gosal (1964, 67) investigated the literacy patterns and growth of
literacy in India and factors behind spread of literacy between 1901 to 1961. Tirtha (1966),
Gosal (1980), Chandra (1986, 2000 and 2003) also studied literacy on national and state
level conducted in district or tehsil level.

The studies dealing with literacy at state level and lying emphasis on changes and
spatial patterns of literacy have been conducted by Krishan and Chandra (1974) in Haryana
and Gupta (1990) in Rajasthan.

The changes in rural literacy were highlighted by Krishan (1968) in Gurdaspur and
Amritsar districts of Punjab; by Chandra (1969) in Rohtak — Gurgaon districts of Rohtak.

Mishra and Shukla (1999) made interrelationship be age at marriage of women,
female literacy and fertility in Sagar district of Madh They also observed this
interrelationship within different religions of the district.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

As compared to all India avera cy rate of 65.38% Ha recorded the

The rapid progress m
Haryana Government. Haryana
the drop-out rate at lower level

Haryana has created a n
11013 primary schools, 1918 mid
schools, [

To examine ends in literacy in Haryana ever since 1971.

To describe and i the spatial patterns of literacy in 2001.

To examine spatia}’patterns of literacy among male and female population in 2001.
To investigate urban and rural patterns of literacy in 2001.

To describe the spatial patterns of literacy among scheduled caste and non-scheduled
caste population in 2001.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

A tentative list of research questions relevant to the objectives of the study is given
below.
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1. What trends have been observed in literacy in Haryana during the census decades of
1977-2001.

What were the spatial patterns of male and female, urban and rural and scheduled
caste and general literacy in 2001.

What were the spatial patterns of literacy in 2001 and the changes in spatial patterns
of educational facilities in the state during 1971-2001.

HYPOTHESIS

Literacy rate would be higher in National Highway areag’as compared to State-level
highway.

Literacy in North area have higher than South as€a.
Literacy in Urban areas have higher than Rural area.

Literacy in General caste have higher than Scheduled Caste po

SOURCES OF DATA

Secondary data to be used
of India publication. In additi
will be also be collected from
research studies shall be looke

METHODOLOGY

ORGANISATIO MATERIAL

Introduction

Trends in Literacy, 1971-2001

Spatial Patterns of Literacy, 2001

Spatial Patterns of Literacy by Residence, 2001

Spatial Patterns of Literacy by Sex, 2001

Spatial Patterns of Scheduled Caste and General Caste in Literacy

Summary of Conclusion
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